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St. John Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

St. John Church Counci fontact Us

2018-2020 Dean Froslie President
2018-2020 Shawn Vasichek Vice President
2017-2019 Damon Janssen Vice President
2018-2020 Larry Papenfuss Secretary
2017-2019 Eric Christeson  Property
2017-2019 Amanda Holt Youth Education

2018-2020 Jill Olson Youth Programming

2017-2019 Sally Sterk Good Samaritan
2018-2019 Gail Reierson TBD

St. John Lutheran Chur
1710 5th Street Sout h, Far gc
70238521
eemai |l : office@stjohnfarg
website: www.stjohnfarg
The Ministry Team of St. John:
All the People of God, along with
Rev. Dr. Erick Thompson, Rev. Brian Hansen, Pastors
Dawn Papenfuss, Director of Music/Organist
Jackie Jabens, Finance/Office Manager
Erin Bjerke, Office Secretary & Youth Education Director
Randy Shone, Custodian
Jeremy Maahs, Youth Programming Director
Jana Bruhschwein, St. John Christian Preschool Director
Kellie Knodel, Cheryl Dietz, Katie Mare, Preschool Teachers
Peggy Hammerling, Recorders
Jessica Westgard Larson, Handbells
Articles accepted before
5pm on Juforehe uly 2OH8 Herald.
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June

me r Wor st

There will'be ONE Sunday serviceat9 : 3 0

now through September 2.

Vacation Bible School

June 10-13, 5:30-7:30pm,

with supper 4:45-5:30pm

Ages: Completed a year of Preschool

through 5th Grade

Regi st er wkhnd mantee .adom/ St J

or contact the church office.
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Questions? Contact Erin or Jeremy at 701-232-8521 or /\)

ebjerke@stjohnfargo.com; jeremy@stjohnfargo.com
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June 24 - July 2 in Houston, Texas

Please join us on June 17 during worship as we send off
our youth and adults.

Please join us in praying for our 12 youth and 4 adults who
will be attending! More information on page 11. 1



A Note from the Pastor...

Grace and peace to each of you from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Summer has
officially arrived and it is so very wonderful to be able to enjoy being outside in the fresh air of
the valley. This summer, as you take time to travel or spend time at the lakes, | hope you will
continue to join us when possible for worship on Sunday mornings at 9:30am.

A few weeks ago | preached a sermon at St. John using my guitar and the song fHome on
the Rangeo l&e had quite a few requests for the words to this sermon/song since then, and
so lve decided to include those words for our June newsletter (see page 6). Once again, as |
tried to note during that Sunday, | would like to extend acknowledgement to Fred Gaiser from
Luther Seminary who used the Isaiah vineyard text as a template for doing this same thing
over a decade ago. Ministry is often about planting seeds, and this seed was planted when |
heard him sing his sermon. Thank you Dr. Gaiser!

In Christ,

Pastor Brian

ELCA World Hunger Emphasis: THANK

Thanks to all who have contributed to our annual emphasis for ELCA World Hunger. As of May 20, our
congregation has given donations totaling $13,158.

—Missions/Social Concerns Committee

Come and Join Us Jum®kPBHDODoOouMertvar

We invite all of you to come and join us at St. John on Wednesday, June 6, for a showing of the
documentary simply entitled fi 1TBl.0The title comes from the 13th amendment to the US Constitution that
outlaws slavery. The documentary, about two hours long, is a history of race relations in our country. Pastor
Mytch Dorvillier, a native of Haiti and a member of our Eastern North Dakota Synod staff, will be with us and
will moderate the evening.

We will begin with a potluck at 6:00pm in the fellowship hall; Pastor Mytch will lead us in a devotion at
6:45pm. We will view the documentary from 7:00 to 9:00pm and then have a time for questions. This sounds
like a full evening, but we are excited about the opportunity to grow in our understanding of what presently is
going on in our nation. This event is sponsored by our Missons/Social Concerns Committee as well as our
Reconciling in Christ Committee.

ouUni ted Agai nsotEvidumngesret for June

A special event to draw together many groups and organizations in Eastern North Dakota and Northwestern
Minnesota who have a common purpose in combatting hunger will be held on Thursday, June 14, from
5:00pm to 8:30pm at the south shelter of Oak Grove Park in north Fargo. It will be ecumenical and all faiths
are invited. We will begin with a picnic and there will be family games. A free-will offering will help to defray
expenses. Kevin Wallevand from WDAY will be the facilitator/MC and the music will be provided by Dakota
Roadofrom South Dakota. This event is sponsored by the Hunger and Justice Committee of our Eastern
North Dakota Synod.

—Missions/Social Concerns Committee 2

Come to camp this summer!

We would like to invite all of our youth to consider coming to a camp session at Red Willow
this summer! Below are dates that Jeremy or Erin will be going along to camp. For more

information and to sign up, visitr edwi | | owbi bl ecamp. or g

St. John wants to cover 33% of the cost for you to go to camp, so be sure to use our church
code: S J L WRBen signing up! We dond want the cost of camp to be a deterrent to any
family, so both Red Willow and St. John have additional ftampershipomoney available. For

more information, please contact Jeremy or Erin at 701-232-8521 or
jeremy@stjohnfargo.com; ebjerke@stjohnfargo.com.

Ages (grade e@Gampi ng)

K-2 Taste of Camp July 8-10

2-3 Pathfinders July 8-10

4-6 Creation July 8-13

7-9 Disciples July 29-August 3
10+ Discovery Week Volunteer  July 3-6
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ELCA Youth Gathering

g June 24 - July 2 in Houston, Texas
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AmazonSmile Foundat.

Did you know that you can donate to St. John by shopping on Amazon.com?

It& easy! When you do your Amazon shopping, justgotos mi | e .

0.5% of the price of eligible AmazonSmile purchases to St. John!

on
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Children, Youth and Family
Congrats, Grads!

On Sunday May 20 during worship services, we recognized our high school seniors graduating this spring.
This was their final Milestone in our Milestone Ministries program, where we formally recognize the major

events in the life and faith of our students. The following graduates were recognized with a blessing and the

special gift of a personalized bath towel. There was also a cake reception between worship services.
Brekke Ethan
EI I i

Ander soMason Emi n

Bl

Kaydi

Jensen oom Kel si e ot Mason Mor al

Middle School Camping Trip Upcoming Youth Events

Saturday afternoon, June 2 - Sunday afternoon, June 3

Buffalo River State Park

Junkul y
June 24-July 2: ELCA Youth Gathering
July 18: Redhawks Game (all-church event!)

Let
Contact Jeremy about carpooling (218-205-2698)

Jeremy Fkreow oinfi nygd U

Youth Worship Band

Wednesdays this summe

Volunteer Opportunities!

Practice: 6:30-7:30pm in the sanctuary
Guitar Lessons: 5:30-6:30pm

If you@e interested in volunteering to work with the
children or youth of St. John next fall, please contact
Erin or Jeremy at the church office: 701-232-8521 or
email ebjerke@stjohnfargo.com;
jeremy@stjohnfargo.com

Contact: Jeremy Maahs at jeremy@stjohnfargo.com
or 701-232-8521

Doa forget to bring your i

A Note from Jer emyé

Summer is finally here and the weather is starting to show it. The big event coming up this year is the ELCA
Youth Gathering! Please remember to pray for us as wede on our trip from June 24 to July 2. Also, a big
thank you to everyone who helped support us financially for the trip! We couldn't do this without you! We@e
also looking forward to a Redhawks game on July 18.

As a reminder to those of you who are in middle school and older, wede starting a youth worship band this
summer. This is for anyone of all skill levels up through high school who wants to use their musical gifts as
part of the ministry of St. John. Even if you dond feel like you@e fimusically gifted,0come and be a part of the
team and maybe even help with sound and tech.

Peace,

Jeremy
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Synod Assembly: June 23

On Sunday, June 3, the pastors will be at the Eastern North Dakota Synod Assembly. We will still have
worship that morning at 9:30am.

The Hunger and Justice Committee of the Eastern North Dakota Synod will be putting together Lutheran
World Relief kits at the Synod Assembly. The Fargo Conference was asked to donate notebooks, bath
towels, and boxes of crayons. Thank you to everyone who donated!

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!

To all of the friends and members of St. John,

| want to send heartfelt gratitude to all the volunteers of St. John. St. John could not exist without the
amazing work and dedication of all of the people connected with its ministry. There are so many people who
serve in volunteer roles at St. John: ushers, assisting ministers, Cross+Walk teachers, lectors, coffee
servers, council and committee members, and the list goes on. Yet, there are many other people who
probably dond even realize that they are part of our volunteer ministry. Simply by coming to worship, singing
hymns, greeting those around you, and joining in the prayers of the church, you have contributed to the
ministry of St. John. | hope that you have found your volunteer experience to be rewarding and | look
forward to serving with you in the future!

Peace,

Pastor Erick

Worl d Reli ef School

The Missions/Social Concerns committee asks you to donate items for LWR school kits to be shipped out
this fall. StartingSunday, ,plaase@icklp azipper bag with the list of needed supplies at the usher
station. Please return it, filled with the items, by the VBS programonWe dnesday,. June 13

Lut her an

Scandinavian Hjemkomst Festival:

Pastor Erick will Preach in Norwegian

Friday, June 22 and Saturday, June 23 from 10:00am to 5:00pm at the Hjemkomst Center in Moorhead.

Come hear Pastor Erick preach in Norwegian at the worship service! Saturday, June 23 at 10:00am.

Former St. John Pastor has Passed Away

In the March issue of Living Lutheran, a death notice appeared for Pastor Arnold Thoren. Pastor Thoren
served as St. John®& pastor from 1965-1970. A native of Boone, lowa, he will be remembered as confident
and sure in his sermons, personal and welcoming toward St. John members, and always willing to talk to
others. There may be few of us who remember those days, but this was the height of the Vietnam conflict,
and his leadership at St. John served to keep our minds and hearts in Christ Jesus. We were blessed to have
him with us. s

—submitted by David Duval




Announcements

Dorothy Day
Party at the Pantry
Thursday, June 7 from 5:30pm-8:00pm

1308 Main Ave, Moorhead

Come enjoy pantry tours, live music, food, meet & greet
with staff and supporters, and more! All are welcome.

Cottage Meetings

"Happy Feet"
St. John Foot Care Clinic
We have volunteers to pamper
personnel to Alrli nwhyioluer ynoaui |es
visit with friends.

Upcomi ng dateds ayr, earuthuee slda )
Julyin7t he parl or.
Cathy Chat e26a2 7n0 7a to2 D-8/I0712 .
Cost is $18 paid to

Pastor Erick and Pastor Brian will continue to set up
meetings at various members' houses. These
meetings are designed to help Pastor Erick get to
know the congregation better and to hear more about
what our hopes and dreams are for St. John. If you
are interested in possibly hosting one of these
meetings, please contact the church office at
701-232-8521 or office@stjohnfargo.com.

Volunteer Opportunity:
Churches United & Salvation Army

ASLESON SCHOLAR
APPLI CATI ONS

Any St. John member who is accepted at an ELCA
college or seminary may apply to the St. John
Foundation and receive this scholarship. The
foundation board manages the fund and will make
disbursements. Application forms are available in the
church office (701-232-8521 or
office@stjohnfargo.com) and must be submitted to
the church officebyMonday, June 25
NOTE: Students need to apply every year for this
scholarship!

On Sunday evenings June 3 and July 1, a total of 8 to 10
volunteers are requested to prepare and serve dinner at
Churches United for the Homeless in Moorhead and at
the Salvation Army in downtown Fargo. The time
commitment begins at 3:30pm and goes to 7:00pm at
Churches United and from 4:00pm to 7:00pm at the
Salvation Army. If you are interested in helping with this
most vital ministry of service, contact Allan Peterson at
701-282-4644 or 701-715-5482.

FM Redhawks Game:
All-Church event!

Wednesday, July 18 at 7:00pm
Newman Outdoor Field

Register by J u | for al$5 ticket by contacting the church
office at 701-232-8521 or office@stjohnfargo.com

Schedul e

Sanford

FirstChoice Clinic Golf Event

How would you like to spend the day golfing and at the

St . John Pri de

Sunday, August 5. More details to come.

A1 4

same time help those in our community who are facing an
unplanned pregnancy?

Join the FirstChoice Clinic fDriving Fore a Differenceo Golf
Team by calling Mona at 701-237-5902 for all the details.
Golf EventwillbeheldonTues day, alRogee 1

Creek Golf Course.

Bright Sky Apar

Grand Opening

Save The Date! The Grand Opening Celebration of
Churches United® Bright Sky Apartments will be held on

t

Tuesday, June 26 at 9:00am. Join us!

Bethany Annual Meeting Report

Bethany Retirement Living, Fargo, is sponsored by 38 area North Dakota ELCA congregations, including
St. John. Representatives from these congregations were delegates at Bethany® Annual Meeting on April
10, 2018.

Delegates elected four trustees to Bethany® eleven-member governing board and also elected next
year® nominating committee. Reports were presented by John Hertsgaard, board chair, Shawn Stuhaug,
president/CEO, Jane Kelly, CFO, and Diane Pearson, auxiliary president.

Bethany on University consists of a 172-bed nursing facility (158 Skilled Care beds and 14 Transitional
Care beds); 55 studio and one-bedroom assisted living apartments and 24 Basic Care studio apartments
(Towers Il); 53 Basic Care studio apartments (Towers |); Bethany Personal Care Services and Bethany®
Foundation.

Bethany on 42nd consists of a 116-bed nursing facility (103 Skilled Care beds and 13 Transitional Care
beds); 40 senior housing/assisted living units (Bethany Gables); 58 senior apartments (Bethany Grace
Pointe) and Bethany® Foundation.

Bethany remains thankful for the volunteer hours provided through Congregation Auxiliary members and

pastoral support, as well as the prayers, visits and financial
““ﬁ ..-i- Bethanym‘gn‘ ND

support received from congregational members.
retirement living

Security, Phone and I nternet

We all want to ensure the safety of our staff members, our preschoolers and their families, and anyone
visiting St. John. In response to ongoing security concerns, the council approved a proposal from Network
Center at our May meeting. It includes:

1 Controlled access upgrades/options for our main entrance
1 Upgrades to our internet/wi-fi network

1 New phone system (using Voiceover Internet Protocol technology) to replace our aging equipment
Integration with our existing security cameras

The upgrades will give St. John many new options to manage building access throughout the week. The
church will remain fully open on Sunday mornings and during other high-activity times.

Please join the council in thanking Jack Anderson and Aaron Nissen for their countless hours of research,
meetings and guidance. Wedl share additional information later this summer after the upgrades are
installed.

—Dean Froslie, Council President


mailto:office@stjohnfargo.com
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dd If anyone would like to do some special music at a worship service this summer, please 9
gcontact Dawn at dawn@stjohnfargo.com or 701-232-8521. g
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ST. JOHN FOUNDATION NEWS

ST. JOHN FOUNDATION BOARD MEETING

If you have a project or a special need (or know someone in the community with a project that fulfills the St.
John Foundation® mission), please consider making a funding request.

Funding request forms are available at the church office or by email (jjabens@stjohnfargo.com).

The foundation board® next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 27th, and funding requests
received no laterthan Mo nd ay ,  Jwil beerevidwed at that time.

Please consider making a tax-deductible donation to the St. John Foundation to support continued outreach
giving!

Several donations to the foundation have been made this year and each one is sincerely appreciated.

Get Involved!

MUGG (Men UmsdeQuiGloadhce) Ryt h Ci

Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 5:30pm at the
Fargo Ale House.
4445 17th Ave S, Fargo

For all men. We will gather after work for food and
fellowship. Questions? Call Joel Kangas at 701-235-5924.

Women & Wine

We meet for food, drinks, and fellowship the 3rd Thursday
of each month at a restaurant, or if someone chooses to Stephen Ministry
host in their hqme, that is welcome a§ well! Elease How are you doing this spring? Are you filled with
contact Julie Stalgle at 701-361-1824 with any ideas or happiness, gratitude and Compassion? If not, perhaps a
questions! Stephen Minister could help?

Contact Pastor Brian at 701-232-8521 or
pastorbrianhansen@hotmail.com

r c |

Please join us for Bible study on the 3rd Monday of the
month at 7:30pm. Location to be announced.

This is a group focusing on ways in which St. John may
actively serve the LGBTQ community. Meets the 2nd
Tuesday of each month at 6:30pm at St. John.
Contact: Stephanie Christeson 701-478-4145.

What is Stephen Ministry? Christ-Care given to people
who are having difficulties.

8

RECONCI LI NG I N C

Memorials, Honorariums & Special Gifts

Emergency Assistance
Samaritan) Fund:

In Memory of Doreen Heitkamp:
Mike & Sue Williams

(fSBpemer &y Mosdc Fund:
In Memory of Arlet Jorgenson, Lois Nelson® aunt:
Rosalie Fritz
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St. John Annual dCc
Wednesday, August 15

A free will offering will benefit Worship & Music

Samaritan Cefmmrit t
Care Clinic:

Good
Foot

g

In Memory of Ole Iverson:
Jeri Ekstrom
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St. John Receives ELCA World Hung

At the June 2-3 annual Eastern North Dakota Synod Assembly, our congregation will be one of eight
congregations (out of 198) to receive an ELCA World Hunger certificate recognizing our giving during the
2017 year.

According to the synod® records, St. John gave $15,508, or $19.05 per baptized member. Only those
congregations giving more than $10.00 per baptized member were so recognized. The certificate will be
posted on the bulletin board in the hallway outside the sanctuary.

Total giving during 2017 in our entire synod increased over 2016 by $7,000 to $217,171. For our national
ELCA the total was $21,300,000.

Our thanks to all those in our congregation who helped us gain this recognition. More important is the fact
that many more people in the world are able to receive food.

—Missions/Social Concerns Committee

Bi ke Rider s, Joi n

Though we at St. John have already had our ELCA World Hunger emphasis, we invite any of you who enjoy
bike riding to come to St. John on the morning of Saturday, June 16, for an event to help us raise money in
our Fargo Conference of the Eastern North Dakota Synod for world hunger. At 9:30am, we will gather at St.
John for an opening blessing, and then there will be three options, based on distance, from which to choose:

-St. John Lutheran to Oak Grove School (north campus), round trip of 7 miles
-St. John to Messiah Lutheran (north Fargo), round trip of 12 miles
-St. John to Riverwood Park (very north Fargo), round trip of 20 miles

There will be a free lunch served here at St. John from 11:30am-1:00pm.

We see this as an opportunity to enjoy the beautiful bike trails in the city of Fargo and at the same time to
raise money for ELCA World Hunger. Our Eastern North Dakota Synod& goal is to raise $50,000.

We suggest a $25 donation per person or $40 per family. For more information, contact James Botnen
(jhbotnen@gmail.com or 701-893-6589) or Elwood Rieke (elrieke@yahoo.com or 701-293-0717). This ride
is sponsored by the Hunger and Justice Committee of our Eastern North Dakota Synod. All proceeds will go
to ELCA World Hunger. 5
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